(Ballardvale Preschool   "Where We All Learn Together"(

Our School





Ballardvale Preschool was established in 1972 as non-profit organization serving neighborhood children from Andover and surrounding communities.  We offer our families large, bright, and cheerful classrooms, flexible schedules and continuous communication from loving, well-educated teachers.  We have a large, fenced-in playground and we're conveniently located near Interstate-93.





Philosophy and Curriculum





We believe the central purpose of a preschool is to guide children toward their fullest development, physically, emotionally, and socially in a loving and nurturing environment.  Children learn through doing and thus need a flexible program designed to meet their individual developmental needs.  Our program and curriculum are designed to encourage children to develop self-reliance, self-confidence, and self-control.





We provide children with plenty of opportunity to see themselves as explorers, discoverers, problem solvers, and inventors.  Activities are developed around themes and are supported by literature.  These themes are carried out in the areas of dramatic play, group activities, physical development, arts and crafts, science, music, math, sensory experiences, computers, and language development (self-concepts).





We Have a Lot to Offer





* Two, three, four, and five-day schedules


* Two morning sessions 


   (9am-11:30am & 9am-1pm)


* Early morning drop off (8am-9am)


* Lunch Bunch (11:30am-1pm)


* Stay n’ Play (1pm-2:30pm)


* 5 to 1 student to teacher ratios


* Separate, spacious classrooms for 


    2.9 - 4 year-olds and 4 - 5 year-olds


* Location convenient to I-93








Our teachers and the incredible support of our parents are our greatest strengths.





On average, our teachers have been with us more than ten years, providing innovation, continuity, and continuing education to our program.  The student to teacher ratio of 5:1 allows us to better understand and respond to the growth, development, and unique characteristics of each child.  Our parent representatives are actively involved in our Steering Committee, along with teachers and representatives of the Ballardvale United Church. The committee determines policy and develops goals, objectives, and methods for implementation.  In addition, our Parents Committee coordinates social and fundraising events, monthly parent gatherings, field trips, and in-class volunteering.








You're in the Loop





Starting preschool may be a child's first experience away from his or her parents.  To be sensitive to this, Ballardvale Preschool has an "Open Door Policy."  Parents are encouraged to visit any time, and parents' comments or suggestions are always appreciated.  We provide progress reports twice during the school year.  Parent conferences may be scheduled at those times or whenever needed by parents or teachers.








The children's curriculum is enhanced by regular field trips, classroom visitors, and hands-on learning.  Parents have the opportunity to be involved in these trips and special activities and to offer their assistance in classroom learning, parties, and general help to the preschool teachers.








We encourage family involvement in the Parents Committee, a place where you can contribute your talents, and plan social and fundraising activities.  Parents also receive a weekly schedule of the classroom curriculum and have easy access to the school's bulletin board of events.








Finally, the teachers and our director are always available to hear your questions and concerns.


















































